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NEWS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - May 28, 2025
Severn Sound Environmental Champions Celebrated

Midland, Ontario — The Severn Sound Environmental Association (SSEA) hosted its
annual Environmental Champion Awards and Partners Reception on May 9, 2025,
recognizing outstanding individuals and community members for their environmental
leadership and dedication to protecting the Severn Sound watershed. The evening
brought together dignitaries and environmental partners to honour six local champions
whose efforts continue to make a lasting impact on the region’s environment.

A posthumous Severn Sound Guardian Award was presented in memory of Carrie
Mclintyre, with her family accepting the award and reflecting on the deep pride she took
in her environmental work. As a member of Team SSEA, Carrie played a key role in
developing and leading stewardship projects to improve water quality and restore vital
habitats in Severn Sound. Driven by a passion for nature, a gift for fostering meaningful
partnerships, and an unwavering dedication to restoration, she leaves behind a legacy
that will benefit generations to come. “Her legacy is a testament to the power of
individual action and the importance of community-driven conservation” says SSEA
Executive Director Julie Cayley.

The prestigious Environmental Legacy Award was presented to Dr. Todd Howell in
recognition of his lifetime commitment to environmental science and stewardship in
Severn Sound. His leadership and profound expertise in Great Lakes ecosystems have
been instrumental in advancing impactful research, shaping sound policy, and driving
effective restoration efforts. “Severn Sound Environmental Association is a rare and
valued voice of credible, unbiased information on the Great Lakes—a living example of
science and community working together for lasting environmental stewardship,” said
Dr. Todd Howell upon receiving the Environmental Legacy Award.

Severn Sound Environmental Champions recognized at the event included:
e Severn Sound Student Environmental Champion — Julia Johnston
Recognized for her leadership in environmental outreach, including organizing


http://www.severnsound.ca/
https://www.instagram.com/severnsoundea/
https://www.facebook.com/severnsound.ssea/

successful community events to combat invasive phragmites and inspire youth
action.

e Severn Sound Student Environmental Champion — Annabell Whyman
Honoured for her dedicated research on heavy metal toxicity and its
environmental effects, showcasing strong scientific inquiry and awareness.

e Severn Sound Environmental Stewardship Champion — Robert Coulas
Celebrated for his commitment to fostering environmental awareness in youth,
inspiring careers in environmental fields, and celebrating student contributions to
sustainability.

e Severn Sound Environmental Sustainability Champion — Briana Dean
Commended for her leadership in reducing energy use and greenhouse gas
emissions and her strong support of local environmental initiatives in the
Township of Springwater.

The SSEA was honoured to have Jeff Lehman, District Chair of Muskoka, as a guest
speaker who acknowledged the unique structure and impact of the SSEA, and extended
heartfelt congratulations to the environmental champions for their outstanding
contributions.

Congratulations to all winners, past and present, who'’s actions and dedication make a
difference in Severn Sound and our local environment. Stay tuned for highlights on all
winners as we continue to celebrate their significant accomplishments!
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The Severn Sound Environmental Association is a Joint Municipal Service Board
working on behalf of eight municipalities to protect and enhance the environmental
health of the Severn Sound watershed. To learn more about SSEA and our initiatives,
visit www.severnsound.ca.

For more information, please contact:
Julie Cayley, Executive Director
705-529-5322 jcayley@severnsound.ca

Thank you to our generous sponsors:
McDougall Insurance & Financial (lead sponsor), Tim Hortons, Norman’s Garden
Gallery, and Windlee Farms.
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Award recipients (left to right): Robert Coulas, Annabel Whyman, Gerardo Reyes
(accepting on Julia Johnston’s behalf), Dr. Todd Howell.

Recipient Dr. Todd Howell — Severn Sound Environmental Legacy Champion Award
Pictured left to right (standing): Town of Midland Mayor Bill Gordon, Tay CAO Tedd
Walker, SSEA Board Member Bill Meridis, SSEA Executive Director Julie Cayley,
Recipient Dr. Todd Howell, SSEA Board member Kristian Graziano, SSEA Vice Chair
Suzanne Marchand, SSEA Board member Lori Hutcheson, Township of Severn Mayor
Mike Burkett, Town of Penetanguishene Mayor Douglas Rawson. (Kneeling): Georgian
Bay Mayor Peter Koetsier, SSEA Board member and Past Chair Steffan Walma, MP
Adam Chambers.
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Guest speaker: Jeff Lehman, District Chair Municipality of Muskoka



